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ABSTRACT 


METHOD OF AND APPARATUS FOR ASCERTAINING THE STATUS OF A 
DATA PROCESSING ENVIRONMENT 
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(Figure 2) 

In order to facilitate a user's ability to trust a computing environment, a trusted computing 
device (2) is arranged to challenge other devices in the computing environment and to 
10 record a log of the facilities available within the computing environment and an indication 
of whether those facilities are trustworthy. A new user (40) entering the computing 
environment can obtain the log from the trusted computing device in order to ascertain the 
status of the environment. Alternatively any device can hold data concerning platforms in 
its vicinity and its operation can be authenticated by the trusted device. 
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